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United Way Manitowoc County Welcomes New Board Chair and Members 
  
Manitowoc, Wisconsin (January 15, 2021)  United Way Manitowoc County is excited 
to announce that Kim Rooney has been elected Board Chair. They have also added 
three new members to their Board of Directors – Joe Cook, Tracy Pleus and Heidi 
Soodsma.  
 
Kim Rooney, UnitedOne Credit Union CEO, returned to the United Way Manitowoc 
County Board of Directors last year, and succeeds Sheila Schetter as Board Chair. “I 
missed being a part of the United Way,” said Rooney. “If there has ever been a time our 
community needs us to work together for the betterment of us all, it’s now.”  
 
Joe Cook, joins the Board from UW Oshkosh. Tracy Pleus, who began serving on 
United Way’s HR and Talent Committee last year, joins the Board from Lakeside Foods. 
Heidi Soodsma joins the Board from Lakeshore Technical College.  
 
“We are delighted to have Kim back on the Board! Her leadership skills and passion for 

the Manitowoc County community are invaluable to the organization, especially as we 

implement our new three-year strategic plan and continue to address community need,” 

says Executive Director, Ashley Bender. “We are also excited to have Joe, Tracy and 

Heidi join the team. They each bring talent and knowledge to the organization that will 

strengthen our team.” 

Jonathan Burns, CCI Systems, continues to serve on the Board of Directors as 
Treasurer. Additionally, Justin Herman, CliftonLarsonAllen, continues to serve on the 
Board of Directors, and Michael Yeh, Michael Best & Friedrich LLP, serves on the 
Board of Directors as Legal Counsel.  
 
United Way Manitowoc County: United Way Manitowoc County envisions a 

community where all people achieve their human potential through education, financial 

well-being, and healthy lives. We accomplish this through volunteer and resource 

development, partnership building, and advocacy. United Way Manitowoc County is part 

of United Way Worldwide, a network of more than 1,800 communities working together 

to improve lives by mobilizing the caring power of people. For additional information, 

visit www.unitedwaymanitowoccounty.org or call (920) 682-8888. 
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