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Almost One Third of Manitowoc County Residents Struggle to Make Ends Meet 
Third Wisconsin ALICE Report shows many faced financial insecurity before COVID-19 
  
Manitowoc, Wisconsin (July 29, 2020) Thirty-one percent of Manitowoc County’s 
35,259 households are struggling to afford basic necessities like housing, child care, 
food, transportation, and internet access. Statewide, 34% of households are struggling 
to make ends meet. These eye-opening statistics were revealed in the state’s third 
ALICE report, released this week by United Way of Wisconsin in partnership with United 
for ALICE and local United Way’s across the state, including United Way Manitowoc 
County.  
 
ALICE, which stands for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, describes 
households earning more than the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) but less than the state’s 
basic cost of living, which the report calls the ALICE Threshold. In Manitowoc County, 
20% of households are ALICE, while another 11% fall below the FPL.  
 
Published every two years since 2016, the latest report features data collected in 2018 
and focuses on the financial struggle of ALICE families statewide since 2010. New 
statistics suggest improvement, with a shift from 34% of Manitowoc County households 
falling below the ALICE Threshold in 2016 to the latest figure of 31% in 2018. However, 
the unprecedented financial challenges caused by the COVID-19 pandemic have 
undoubtedly upended any momentum built in the interim.  
 
Due to factors such as wage insecurity, disruption of child care services, and barriers to 
working or attending school virtually, households below the ALICE Threshold face acute 
hardship as the pandemic’s devastating economic effects unfold. The difficulties 
currently burdening ALICE households and many others have reinforced the issue of 
economic fragility and its pervasiveness across our community today.  
 
“We are very proud to see the reduction in ALICE households locally. This is a 
testament to the great programs and services throughout Manitowoc County,” said 
United Way Manitowoc County Executive Director Ashley Bender. “Due to the ongoing 
pandemic, financial vulnerability is significantly impacted so we must remain diligent on 
current efforts while being open to innovative opportunities that support ALICE 
households. There is still much work to be done.” 
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United Way Manitowoc County is committed to improving the lives of ALICE families 
and those in poverty by promoting resources for health, education and financial stability. 
Addressing these issues will not only help advance the quality of life for those suffering 
from continued financial hardship, but also uplift communities as a whole.  
 
To read the complete report or find county-level data, visit 
unitedwaymanitowoccounty.org/alice. Visit United Way Manitowoc County’s website or 
call (920) 682-8888 to learn more about current initiatives to address the financial 
hardship experienced by ALICE families and find out how you can help.  
 
United Way Manitowoc County: United Way Manitowoc County envisions a 

community where all people achieve their human potential through education, financial 

well-being, and healthy lives. We accomplish this through volunteer and resource 

development, partnership building, and advocacy. United Way Manitowoc County is part 

of United Way Worldwide, a network of more than 1,800 communities working together 

to improve lives by mobilizing the caring power of people.  
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